Texas Office for Prevention of Developmental Disabilities (TOPDD)

Dear Community Member:
TOPDD’s Child Safety and Injury Prevention Committee is seeking nominations for its 2nd Annual J.C. Montgomery Child Safety Award and is pleased to invite you to nominate a candidate(s) for this honor.  

Child safety is extremely important and yet an issue that is often overlooked.  Through this award, we hope to highlight the importance of child safety and to recognize the people and organizations in our state that are working tirelessly to keep our children safe.  

We welcome your nominations for individuals who may be unsung heroes and organizations that champion child safety in a way that is innovative, effective and that reflects a community commitment. 
Please note that self nominations of organizations and individuals are welcomed.  
What Child Safety Award members will receive: 

· Technical assistance from TOPDD to help them to build on their success. 

· A customized plan developed with the honoree for the presentation of the award, develop a press strategy, etc.  

Please note that TOPDD is a state agency overseen by policy leaders and experts in the field of developmental disabilities.  (Please visit out website: http://www.topdd.state.tx.us for more information.) 
What we are looking for: 

· Innovation, creativity

· Programs and activities that can be replicated and individuals or groups that would like to share their knowledge or experience with others. 

· Grassroots involvement that engages the youth themselves in the effort. 

· Demonstration of a strong collaborative spirit in the community.  

· Involvement of groups that are not typically associated with child safety. 
· Efforts that can demonstrate measurable success, that goes beyond the number of people participating.    

· Active leadership or involvement by individuals who may be marginalized in some way-persons with disabilities, minority groups, economically disadvantaged. 

· Organizations or individuals that can demonstrate the ability to overcome barriers or challenges to the work.  

This is a highly competitive process and that in addition to the criteria described above, we will be looking for a diverse mix of initiatives-from the following standpoints-geographic, individual/organization, nature of work.  Thus, if a nominee is not selected one year, this does not mean the nominee is not worthy and should not be nominated in subsequent years.  

The following are some common questions and answers about the award and 
our work… 

What is the Texas Office for Prevention of Developmental Disabilities (TOPDD)?  TOPDD is a state agency focused on “minding the minds” of the children of Texas.  We are charged with addressing those developmental disabilities that are preventable.  TOPDD is governed by an executive committee and has 2 standing task forces: Child Safety and Injury Prevention and Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder.  Our work involves community organizing around these issues-needs assessment, planning, program development, resource development, training, consultation and technical assistance.  

What are Developmental Disabilities?  

Developmental disabilities are life long disabilities attributable to mental and/or physical impairments manifested prior to age 18.that affect daily functioning in three or more of the following areas: capacity for independent living, economic self sufficiency, learning, mobility, receptive and expressive language, self care and self direction.
What are some causes of preventable developmental disabilities?                         While often developmental disabilities are not preventable, many preventable disabilities are caused by brain injury.  Automobile, bicycle accidents, skate board, swimming accidents and near drowning as well as suicide attempts are often preventable causes of developmental disabilities.  Additionally fetal alcohol exposure (most prevalent cause of preventable developmental disabilities), nutritional deficiencies and child abuse and neglect cause developmental disabilities which are completely preventable.  

Why is TOPDD establishing the child safety award? 




  TOPDD wants to spread the word about how communities can prevent injuries and protect our children.  We also want to support and encourage the work of the organizations and individuals involved in this work. We want to create networks of organizations and individuals to create a best practice pipeline that can build interest and involvement around child safety.  

Who is J.C. Montgomery and why name the award after him?                    
Mr. Montgomery joined the Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children located in Dallas in 1974 and was named president in 1989. The hospital treats Texas children with orthopedic conditions, certain related neurological disorders, and learning disorders, such as dyslexia.  Under his leadership the hospital has become a first-class facility that serves patient families at no charge.  
Mr. Montgomery was appointed to the executive committee of the Texas Office for Prevention of Developmental Disabilities by Governor Ann Richards in 1994.  He served as vice chairman from 2004 until becoming chairman in 2007. As a member of the executive committee he was instrumental in efforts to increase awareness about the importance of child safety education.   J. C. also served as chairman of the TOPDD Child Safety and Injury Prevention Task Force for many years. 

The TSRHC, the Rotary Club of Dallas, and TOPDD created a safety education program that is a model for other communities interested in teaching children and their families how to avoid childhood accidents and injuries.  The Child Safety Day and Bike Rodeo has occurred annually since 2003 serving hundreds of children, providing instruction on how to ride a bicycle safely, giving each participant a new, expertly fitted helmet, and sharing cautionary tips about lawnmower use by children, automobile safety restraints, and fire prevention.  Mr. Montgomery believes that planning events that celebrate childhood safety, especially during April when it is Texas Child Safety Month, can lead many community organizations, hospitals, and schools to help protect children from injury and disability.  

Application Due Date: February 1, 2012
Please complete and return the application to be considered for the 

J.C. Montgomery Child Safety Award for Developmental Disabilities.                    

Instructions for completion of form:  

Section 1 is about the person placing the nomination. 

Section 2 only applies to those who are nominating an individual.  

Section 3 applies only to those who are nominating an organization.  

Section 1: Information on person placing nomination: 

Name 
Address:


Email:

Phone Number:

__________________________________________________

Please describe how you know the nominee (Please note that individuals and organizations may nominate themselves.): 



 

Section 2: For nominations of individuals only 

Name of Nominee:  

Address: 

Phone number:

Email address: 

What organization is the individual affiliated with:


Please describe the organization:  


Is the organization a non-profit, business, or informal group? 

Section 3: For nominations of organizations only: 

Name of organization: 


Contact person: 


Position:


Address: 


Email


Phone


Please describe the organization: 

Is the organization a non-profit, business or community group?  

Please summarize the safety work being done.  Please consider the items listed in the “what we are looking for” description above to determine what to highlight. What makes it unique?  How do you know it was effective? (250-500 words)
	


	


What barriers or challenges did you overcome in doing this work?  And what lessons learned from this aspect of the work would you like to share?
Please describe your interest or experience in sharing your knowledge and experience with other communities. (250 words or less)
	


Please provide names of other agencies that you have provided free training to so they would continue and expand your projects.  (Project Sustainability) 
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